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Inspirational Female Scientists
Wangari Maathai & Priscila Baker
Wangari Maathai
Field: Environmental Science & Activism
Nationality: Kenyan
Born: April 1, 1940 – September 25, 2011
Profile:
Wangari Maathai was a Kenyan environmentalist, political activist, and the first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize (2004). She founded the Green Belt Movement, an environmental organization that focused on tree planting, conservation, and women's rights. Through her efforts, over 50 million trees were planted in Kenya, and thousands of women were empowered to lead sustainable development in their communities.
Achievements:
- First woman in East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate.
- Founder of the Green Belt Movement.
- Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (2004) for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy, and peace.
Legacy:
Maathai's work linked environmental conservation with social and political change. Her legacy lives on through the continued work of the Green Belt Movement and through global recognition of the importance of grassroots environmental activism.
Priscila Baker
Field: Electrochemistry & Nanotechnology
Nationality: South African
Born: 1977
Profile:
Professor Priscila Baker is a South African analytical chemist known for her pioneering work in electrochemical sensing and nanomaterials. She co-founded the SensorLab at the University of the Western Cape, a research group dedicated to developing innovative sensors for environmental monitoring and healthcare applications.
Achievements:
- Co-founder of SensorLab, an award-winning electrochemistry research group.
- Known for research in nanostructured materials and analytical chemistry.
- Advocate for the role of women in science and active in mentoring young researchers.
Legacy:
Baker is a leader in the field of sustainable sensor technology and a role model for young women in science. Her work is vital for addressing issues such as water quality, pollution, and public health through affordable and accessible technologies.
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