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1. Chieko Asakawa 
Field: Computer Science, Human-Computer Interaction 
Country: Japan 
Background: 
Chieko Asakawa became blind at 14 after a swimming accident. She went on to become a computer scientist at IBM Research, where she led the development of a digital Braille editor and later a groundbreaking screen reader used by blind users to access the web. 
Key Contributions: 
● Developed Home Page Reader, one of the first screen readers to help blind users navigate the internet. 
● Advocated for accessible design in emerging technologies, including AI and robotics. 
● Currently leading the “AI Suitcase” project—an AI-powered navigation device for visually impaired people. 
Recognition: 
● Inducted into the Women in Technology International Hall of Fame. 
● Named a Japanese National Distinguished Inventor. 
Quote: “We can enrich everyone's life by making technology accessible.”
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Field: Engineering, Product Design, EdTech 
Country: Lebanon / Canada 
Background: 
An engineer and interactive artist, Ayah is best known as the founder of LittleBits, a platform of modular electronics that snap together with magnets, making engineering accessible to children and non-experts. She is an advocate for democratizing hardware and tech education. 
Key Contributions: 
● Invented LittleBits to make electronics education fun, inclusive, and creative. ● Advocated for STEAM education with a focus on breaking gender stereotypes. ● Member of the MIT Media Lab and a TED Fellow. 
Recognition: 
● Named to Inc. Magazine’s Top 100 Female Founders and Forbes’ Most Powerful Women Changing the World in Tech. 
Quote: “Technology should be a tool for everyone to invent their world.”
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3. Anne-Marie Imafidon 
Field: Mathematics, Computer Science, Inclusion in Tech 
Country: United Kingdom 
Background: 
A child prodigy who passed A-level computing at age 11 and started a master's at Oxford at 15. Anne-Marie founded Stemettes, an organization promoting girls and nonbinary youth in STEM through mentoring, events, and inspiration. 
Key Contributions: 
● Promotes inclusive, ethical tech design and more accessible pathways for underrepresented groups. 
● Regular speaker on ethical AI, tech policy, and the intersection of race and gender in tech. 
● Hosts the Women Tech Charge podcast. 
Recognition: 
● Appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) for her work in education and tech diversity. 
● Listed in Forbes 30 Under 30 and Evening Standard's Most Influential Londoners. 
Quote: “The future of tech must be built by everyone—for everyone.”
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4. Haben Girma 
Field: Disability Law, Education, Tech Advocacy 
Country: USA / Eritrea 
Background: 
Deafblind since birth, Haben overcame countless accessibility barriers to become the first Deafblind person to graduate from Harvard Law School. She is a global advocate for equal access to education and digital tools. 
Key Contributions: 
● Consults with major tech companies to ensure their products are accessible. 
● Authored Haben: The Deafblind Woman Who Conquered Harvard Law, a memoir used in schools. 
● Promotes universal design, inclusion in AI, and accessible education. 
Recognition: 
● Honored by President Obama at the White House. 
● Named to Forbes 30 Under 30 and BBC Women of the Year. 
Quote: “Disability is an opportunity for innovation.”
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5. Sinead Burke 
Field: Inclusive Design, Fashion, Disability Rights 
Country: Ireland 
Background: 
Born with achondroplasia (a form of dwarfism), Sinead became a global advocate for inclusive design in both fashion and technology. As a former teacher, she now works with designers, educators, and companies to rethink accessibility in every aspect of design. 
Key Contributions: 
● Founded Tilting the Lens, a consultancy for inclusive design strategies. 
● Spoke at the World Economic Forum and gave a viral TED Talk: “Why design should include everyone.” 
● Collaborates with brands like Gucci and IKEA to make inclusive design mainstream. 
Recognition: 
● Named to the BBC 100 Women list and Vogue’s Forces for Change. 
● Author of the inclusive children’s book Break the Mould. 
Quote: “Design is never neutral. Who we include says everything.”
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