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2. Story Cards – STEAM Role Models

Maria Telkes (Solar Scientist)
“The Sun can solve more problems than we give it credit for.”

•Helped pioneer solar-powered water purification

•Nicknamed the “Sun Queen”

•Worked on solar ovens and houses

Connection: Her desalination work inspired this activity!

Image source: By New York World-Telegram and the Sun staff photographer - Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division. New 

York World-Telegram and the Sun Newspaper Photograph Collection. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c13268, Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1309703

Chieko Asakawa (Computer Scientist, Accessibility Leader)
“Technology should give everyone access, no matter their abilities.”

•Blind since age 14

•Invented digital navigation tools for the visually impaired

•Worked at IBM and Carnegie Mellon

Connection: Advocated inclusive design—like your infographic!

Image source: Par IBM Research, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=88930632

Ayah Bdeir (Engineer & Founder of littleBits)

“When you give kids tools, you empower them to create their world.”

•Lebanese-Canadian inventor

•Created modular electronics for STEAM education

•TED speaker on gender equity in tech

Connection: Inspires building with purpose and diversity.

Image source: Par Open Hardware Summit — Alicia Gibb and Ayah Bdeir, CC BY 2.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=20124235


